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28 Armenian Street after restoration

MY SHOPHOUSE
Bringing it to Life”

by Teresa FPereira Capol

- &mﬁ -
r.l. —— .

[ —

28 Armenian Streat fefore restaration

38 Armeman Street

After being a tourist guide for 14 years I was looking for
something interesting for my clients, (visitors to Penang).

I was 1nspired by a heritage activist in Penang to include
heritage aspects of the city into my tours. I began an in-depth
study of streets and buildings in the innercity and asked
myself why people of all walks of life are so drawn to this
place. Everything changed once I discovered its beauty.

I hate to see things being thrown away. I try to save things
by collecting them, repairing themand putting them to good
use again. When my husband and I were considering buying
an apartment, I said ‘Let’s buy a traditional shophouse instead
and save it (by restoring it) ! The one we looked at was
awful. My husband thought I was crazy to suggest purchasing
property that was so rundown. We acquired this late 19th
century shophouse in the year 2000. It was 1n a really
dilapidated state, termite eaten and holes in the cement floor
but I had a feeling for it.

Complimentary Copy

My husband and I painstakingly restored it bit by bit and
adapted it into a café. The café 1s named after my favorite
flower “‘Edelweiss’. In the restoration process, much care
was taken to maintain the ‘facade’ or front of the shophouse.

The five-foot way was 1n bad shape, just broken-up cement.
You will notice that it i1s now a beautiful granite walkway.
We sourced these old granite slabs from traditional shophouse
owners who had discarded their granite floor and opted for
a modern tile floor! I had a local granite engraver from
Armenian Street to carve the Edelweiss flower on the five-
foot-way.

Ny .I,-' cra .- . ,|,r-,. a:na el Flowear crawving an gran |..-
Since the original doors and windows were in good order
they were retained with the original paintwork. The signboard
above the door was missing and a new one had to be made.
My husband (who had since become very involved in the
restoration process) designed and hand-crafted the signboard
and his father engraved the decorative signboard hangers
adapting the design from traditional carved wooden panels

usually found over the front door of traditional shophouses.

A former state executive councilor once in-charge of fourism
asked me what tourism products could be introduced to
visitors to Penang? I replied that we did not need one because
the innercity and the people itself was a product.

.. Kot KITA o

Ruman Kepar Ku
“Jika tak digilap tak bercahaya”

For private circulation only
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MoviING INTO GEORGE 1OwWN

“A Window of Opportunity’

As a real estate agent, I see ‘a window of
opportunity’ in investing in the Inner City.
How often do you get 12,000 units of pre-
war houses coming into the market?

alda EaALTY

Front of restored shophouse

02 Church Street

Many have asked me why I chose to work in the Inner City

when many of its residents have left for the suburbs with the

repeal of the rent control act. Experience has taught me that
when there 1s a crisis there 1s an opportunity.

The first three cardinal rules in real estate
investment are..... Location, Location,
Location. The Inner City has it all except
Jor the infrastructure which needs to be

improved and upgraded.

The rental of my previous office shot up four times more than

what I used to pay, but my business could not improve that
much overnight to keep up with the payments. In such a crisis,
many simply choose to give up or retire. As adversity is the

mother of innovation, I adopted the idea of having a modern

functional office 1n a prewar house in the Inner City. I was
inspired by a long time friend, a florist who had completely
rebuilt and restored his pre-war shophouse in Ceylon Lane
rather well despite its stmall size.

_l_ﬁ“‘

Interior af shophowse ad@med 1o an office

y,

by Lim Hun Eng

With my limited budget, I rewired the whole premise, changed
the plumbing and refurbished the toilet. I tried to retain as
much as possible of the old house and adapt it to our use as
an office.

I air-conditioned the whole shophouse. I placed glass /
transparent plastic over the ventilation holes to prevent the
cool air from dissipating. This was so that I could retain the
beautiful traditional ventilation features of the shophouse
such as the windows, air vents, air-well and the jack roof at
the back. The air-con compressors were well hidden above
the five-foot-way.

eorporating elass ower fradiiomal door and window

When I found that the wooden doors were not practical 1n
our business, I added a remote controlled, tempered glass
door. The wooden door 1s always open but the glass door is
closed to keep 1n the cool air and at the same time keep out
unwanted visitors.

When I found that the wooden doors were not practical in
our business, I added a remote controlled, tempered glass
doot. The wooden door 1s always open but the glass door 1s
closed to keep in the cool air and at the same time keep out
unwanted visitors.

The air-well provided the much needed natural light in what
would otherwise be a datk and gloomy atmosphere. The air-
well was covered with tinted plastic sheets to keep out the
rain and allow some sunlight into the indoor garden.

I wanted an environment friendly office and have adopted
the idea of having ‘an office in the forest’. Here stag horns,
ferns and other wild tropical plants flourish. The gold fish
pond and a fountain complete the ambience. The renovation
and upgrading 1s still ongoing.

[ foresee many will move back to the Inner
City to live and work, once it is safe, clean

and habitable.
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Symbolic Motits on Shophouse Front

The Doorway i |
The Chinese L
doorway itself was a Pt e ;
symbol of safety, %
Fire 'Huo’ Wood ‘Mu’ Gold Jin’

hope, protection,
sanctuary and resting
station to the early
Chinese. The colours

The shape of gable ends can be related to the Chinese belief of Wu Xing (five elements in Feng Shui; round as gold (metal), straight
as wood, curved as water, pointed as fire, and square as earth. The gable end in an immigrant city like Penang can indicate which
particular dialect group or community the building was built by, owned by or lived in by. For example the round shaped gable end
Jin can be found more in the roofs of the Hokkien settlement around Armenian Street while the Mu shape i1s favoured by both Hakka
and Teochew people along Lieth Street.

of the door and on the
door each have
special meaning: blue
for peace, red in
different tones for
good fortune and

happiness.
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Carvings on Door
The front of a traditional shop house

T B Y i e 1. PO

is usually decorated with motifs

intricately carved on wood or moulded
with plaster Each motive has symbolic
meaning that is used to ward off evil
forces from entering the building, to
bring good luck or to denote special

qualities of the owner. The carvings can
be found on the doors while the plaster
relief (or stucco work) on pillars and
concrete beams of the two storey
buildings. Often the air events above
the lower windows would also have ; =
carvings. These motifs invite prosperity for the inhabitants.

A vase i1s identified with peace and, when filled with flowers,
would signify that the inhabitants of the shop house would
enjoy peace at all times.

The Signboard

Above the door and on
both it sides can be found
panels carved in Chinese
characters. The wooden
panels on top of the door
states the name of the
district, village or
province from where the owner original came from in China.
This carries his sir name. The side panels contain symbolic
and poetic verses telling of the Confucian ethics of the owners
and the high esteem in which they are held. These panels are
usually given to the occupants during the house warming.

The lion is often found carved in wood or on the top hinges
of the door. It 1s an emblem for
loyalty and bravery, popularly used
as guardians of shop houses
converted into official buildings

The Phoenix, queen of the birds or 'Feng Huang'
is the legendary immortal bird known for her
beauty. The head represents virtue, the wings
justice, the back courtesy, the g

The Chi Lin — 1s a lion-like
creature combined with

The lotus 1s a flower often found carved into
the front of the shop house, be 1t on the door
or the plaster work. It symbolizes ultimate

purity and perfection because it rises untainted

features of other animals. It
has a spiny dorsal fin, a flufty

and temples. It is also used to ward ~ chest bene-volence and the | = o o and beautiful through the mud. Because its tail, fish scales for skin and a
off invisible forces. belly faith. Pt petals are many layered it has layers upon singe horn.
: < "ﬁi layers of good meaning from social success
i Gt ymbotifcs sicoes '. | to advancement 1in examinations
and is often found in pairs. [( : 8 '
(Carved carp sometimes are Sy s
given dragon heads, symboli- H ’-'4”1‘

zing the attainment of success.

Airvent carved with bats
Bats are often found
carved into the wooden
air vents or at the corners
where the roof meets the
wall. They will bring good
luck and happiness. Five
bats shown together represent the five blessings: a long life,
riches, good health, a love of virtue and a good natural death.

Deer, crane and God of Longevity in metal work
The Chinese believe that there is no better luck than long
_ life. Thus the symbols
of longevity are very
important on the
I ¥ facade of the house.
. Mostdoors will have
Bl panels with the deer or
e £ | crane symbolizing

7 %4 longevity. Often the
older wooden doors
are carved with two deer. These indicate high official position,
symbolize wealth and also longevity.

Bamboo motif in metal work

The bamboo is especially auspicious because of 1ts durability.
The plant stays evergreen throughout the four seasons and
in all conditions of growth.

Gourd 1n stucco work

The bottle gourd 1s both a Taoist
and Buddhist symbol of good
fortune. It signifies an abundance
of blessings.

Lanterns
The Hokkiens are the only southern gig
Chinese community practicing the #*4 :
hanging of lanterns at their : A
doorways. A pair of cloth lanterns (tua teng), one painted

with the clan surname and the other with the district of origin,
were hung on both sides

of the main door. The
Chinese characters are
done 1n red. If there 1s a
death in the home, the
lanterns are taken down
during the period of

mourning.

Another type of lantern

| hung right in the centre of
the doorway 1s known as the Heavenly Lamp (thean teng)
in honor of the Jade Emperor. It is a six-sided lantern made
of clear glass panels. It is also hung by childless couples
who wish for a son.

Peony

A Peony, which 1s
considered the
queen of flowers
in Chinese culture,
is an emblem of
wealth. Italsoa

symbol of spring
and renewed
grow th.

Information on decorative motifs ~ courtesy of David Yeoh
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There 1s always space,
even for a piano

- a8 Name: Ch’ng Chin Sim

v g Age:56

Address: Jalan Seang Tek
Years of residence: 40 years

Likes: I like living within the city arca and easy car parking.

No need to wait for lifts like those living in high rise flats

or fighting for car park space. There are familiar faces in the

neighborhood who lend a helping hand to one another.Many

passers by are also good for business.

Dislikes: The lifting of Rental Control Act forces many old
residents to move out. I feel sad to bid farewell to them after
years of staying in the same area. Of course there will also
be a drop 1n business volume after these residents move out.

Suggestions: I hope the rent will not be raised any further
and let us have some peace of mind. If the rental goes up,
more will move out from the old houses and affect the
surrounding business. If my income drops, I'm thinking of
moving out too.

Name: Hemediran s/o Ravendran
Age: 12

Address: 38 Lorong Pasar

Years of residence: 12 years

I was born and grown in Market Lane. However, in this
coming Depavali, my whole fanmuly will move to Paya
Terubong because the house is going to fall apart resulted
from the damage caused by the rain during the raining season.
There 1s a big hole on the roof, the rain is falling into the
house while raining.

I will have to say goodbye to the innercity and this will be
my very first ime that I do not celebrate Depavali in the
inner city.

I love to stay in Market Lane because this area is surrounded
by buildings with beautifully hand crafted carvings and it 1s
very suitable for study. During the school holiday, all my
friends will gather in my house and we used to have a lot of
fun. Sometime we play football at Padang Kota .ama, and
sometime we ‘lepak’ in KOMTAR.

I really wish thatI could still visit the house at 38 Lorong
Pasar after we have moved to Paya Terubong.

Coming home
to grandma’s

After 6.00 pm.
its all our space

Name: Muthuveloo Karupiah
Age: 70

Address: Queen Street
Years of residence: 65 years

Likes: I don’t need transport and can nanage with a bicycle.
It's so easy to buy things because the market is nearby. I also
find it easy to find part-time work 1n old age.

Dislikes: My house used to have clay roof tiles so it was
cool and nice. Now the owner has changed it to zinc roof so
it's hot the whole day until night time. However I have many
worries because the owner has also raised the rent.

Name: Teoh Chee Seang
Age: 12

Address: Weld Quay

Years of residence: 12 years

-
B ¥
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It's nicer to live at Weld Quay. It's nearer to the sea and
there’s lots of wind. I swim in the sea 3 times a week and
go fishing as well.

I have stayed here for 12 years since the day I was born.
Most of my best friends and school-mate are staying in the
same area. Every evening I play badminton and football with
my friends at the empty car park. I spent most of my jolly
hours 1n that car park with my friends, my bother and sister.
This 1s one of my favorite places in the inner city.

My father has a stmall stall selling iced drink in the innercity.
I often help him 1n his stall.

During the raining season, my house often flooded with
water. I love to help my family to sapu’ the water However,
the flood never stopped me to go to school, as the school 1s
very close to my house.

" Chit chat on the
five-foot way

.- Name: Anne Cutter
L . B Age:78
4 % Address: Argus Lane
Years of residence: 40 years

Likes: We like living here because the place is so cool, what
with the high ceilings and the cross ventilation. It 1s also so
central. We are close to the market, the schools, the church
and even the post office.

Dislikes: Nowadays the traffic 1s so heavy I'mafraid to cross
the road. The drains should be repaired. They are cracked
and broken and water seeps into the ground, so the foundation
of the house 1s affected.
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Name: Mah Sow Har

Age: 60

Years of residence: 34 years

Add: 63 Stewart Lane, 10200 Penang

Likes: I find easy to move around in city area. My house is
close to the supermarket. Besides that the landlord 1s very
friendly and in our case, rental is still reasonable.

Dislikes: It has become too quiet at night after many residents
moved out from the inner city. It 1s getting lonely and
dangerous at night walking on the streets after residents
moved out. A lot of empty houses, have become occupied
by drug addicts. Empty houses have also become a threat to
the residents who stay around, because the houses might
collapse one day.
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Restoration and Repair
of Shophouse Front

E i g L e g R
' - . .. : = |- ‘=-T:rl :!'l"- H % I:._. T ™ ]

by : _[i:u' If S'I'QIBH, Ynu
. can buy back
| in Padang
* Stadiuml!!

TILES

Granite is
easily

so why use
cement?
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Pemuliharaan & Pembaikan
Bahagian Luaran Rumah Kedai
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Papan Tanda Kayu
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Papan Tanda

Lubang Udara Terbuka

- Lubang Udara Tertutup




